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LACK OF SINGERS PREVENTS OPERATIC REVIVALS

Modern Dramatic Style of the Vocal Art Not Suited to
Musical Works Once

Ry W. J. HENDERSON,

TIII-: dificulty of finding singers
who can sging the older operas
i« one which few persons out-

glde of the musical profeasion

fealize. While it Is unquestionably
true that many of the works dear to
oyr fathers and mothers would not
draw a corporal’'s guard in these days,
some of them could be Aucceasfully
performed occasionally if they could
ba properly sung. But the develop-
ment of the modern dramatic style of
singing has led vocal art =0 far away
from the suave and polished elegance
demanded by these operas that we
have to live without them. There s
no secret ahout the fact that the pres-
ent impresario of the Metropolitan
would revive some of the older [tallan
operaa if he could De sure of obtain-
ing artistic results. The conditions
surrounding present day singing may
posaibly be better understood if a brief
survey of the change Is made.

The early years of the last century '
belonged to what was called the in-!

fancy of the dramatic style in opera.
In order to understand what was
meant by that style we need a clear
idea of the type of opera which pre-
ceded it. In the opera of the golden
age of song, the age of Handel, Hasme,
Porpora and their immediate succes-
rors, opera was of the oratorio variety,
There waa little action and very few
combinations of volees in one number,
Operas consisted chlefly of elaborate
Eolo Arias,
And for the delivery of these the
singers planted themsalves in the cen-
tre of the stage and there remained
till the end was reached. Gesture was
moderately employed and there was
very little action or movement.,

But insensibly a change came over
the spirit of opera. Many Influences
combined to bring it about, but per-
haps none was more potent than that
immense popularity of Italian opera
and Itallan singers which scattered
both throughout Furope and thus
brought them into direct contact with
the more characteristic national pro-
ductions and performances of Ger-
many and France,

In Germany Beethoven had brought
forward his “Fidello™ in 1805 and had
pluced in it a fully developed
gcenn” which had been foreshadowed
by his concert air “Ah, perfido” in
1796, This  tremendously dramatic
combination  of recitative, melodic
declamation broad eantilena and
dramatic bavura was bound to fur-
nish fecund suggestions to other com-

introduced by recitatives, |

“dramatic |

Popular

tralto, while, an Wilhelm von Bachs
neatly put it, “to he a king and a
father was to be a bass."

The libretto had to be constructed
n such a way tha: It made the con-
ventional musical arrangement prac-
ticable, There was always an arla
d'entrata (entrance air) for each
principal person, and if two of them
had a scene together ita chief object
was to lead up to a duet, When sev-
eral characters were on the stage at
once a quartet, or perhaps a grand
engemble number, had to be offered, as
in the case of the celebrated mextet,
for which the tragedy of “Lucla’ halte,
But the trend of progress was al-
ways in the direction of developing
the declamatory element in the lyric
drama, and even in his early works
the great Maestro Verdl led the way.
For who can forget the almost pro-
phetic atyle of the great soliloquy of
Rigoletto in the second act?

‘' The final disappearance of the set
“aumbers” from opera was due chiefly
to the self-analysis of Wagner, who
used them In his first works, but
gradually abandoned them in his pro-
found search for some means of over-
coming the autocratic rule of music
over dramatic verity, Bince his ascen-
#ion to the throne of operatic suprem-
acy composers have gtnerally sought
to write thelr volce parts In such 2
way that while they should not cease
to be replete with musical charm they
should offer the illusion of dramatic
speech; and thus we have gradually
reached a stage where the accentua-
i tion of the verbal emphasis and the
exaggeration  of  the
sounds have seriously injured
smoothness and fluency of all singing

Much may be done to correct th
evil by students of singing, The firat
step for them (s to learn to speak
heautifully. Most Americans speak
very badly, in the back of the throat,
with impure vowel sounds and in-
distinct consopants, 1f they would
labor th make their vowel sounds
roundly and musically in the moutn
tnot in the
neatly ingtead of vielently, they would
soon solve the problem of dellvering
voeal music in such a way that every
word would be understood, and they
would then be ahle to declaim or sing

|

in perfect legato at will,

i Certain letters have been recejved
by the musieal editor of Tue Svx

with sincere regret, The letters carry
German signatures and their contents
congist chiefly of patently groundless

throat) and to enunciate |

consonantal |
the |

|
|

r
|

posers, evem to those who could find  4ng foolish assertions. These charac-
nothing elae in “Fidelio” worthy of; teristics indicate that they either be-
their imiwstion, | long to the general German propa-
In Freace the pomp and glory of | ganda of the time or at least follow its
Rameav, s declamation had dazzled the | peculiar methods.
progressive Gluck and influenced him | Three German singers sang badiy
to develop in his later works designed | in the past week and the facts were
for the French stage a style on which ! recorded in this paper. These foul-
almost all subsequent French opera | jsh letters declare that the record was
rested,  In both French and German  made because the singers were (ier-
epera the chief result of these in-| man. The musical editor of Tue K-
Hiuences wias in substanece A ro-lm"nfrugr.-w that he cannot waste th
toward the ideals cherished by the irst | space of the paper in answering thess
opera writers, Musicians sought unew ' correspondents at length. !
for an organic unjon of word and |  Na shadow of war sentiment had
melodie phrase in declamation and  fallen upon the musical department
found a partial solution of their prob- | of Tur Sv'x ] thrown thore by Ger-
em in the employment of a stronger | mans Tur Svxs long continued
marking of the rhythm of prose and laudations of RBach Reethaven,
a sharpe” articulation of consonants, y Rrahms, Wagner, Schubart and Sehu-
While departing widely from the ! mann have not yet evoked any pro-
artistic theories of Gluck in the con- | test from an Englishmun, a Russian
struetjon of his operas, Meyerbeer, | or a Frenchman, |
wha for many years was the peince | The present writer's “attacks” as

of the realm of French opera and a

world power in dramatic music, de-
veloped this pompous and  brilliant
varlety of declamation to a high de-
gree heeause he found it as well suited

to his purposes as it was to those of
chaster spirits,

Aund from the early cars of the
nlneteenth  century  down  ta  the
present the technical growth of

operatic composition has exhibited a
eteady and methodie expansion of the

declamatory  elements  which  first
clearly  defined themselves in  the
works of Scarlatti, became ennobled

n those of Mozart and tremendous in

Beethoven's one contribution to the
Ivrie stage, The flowers and fruits of
this growth are seen to-day in the
various = vies of Wagnen, uceini and
Ielm=sy, avery one of whom 8 an
artistie descendant of the five great
formative masters of modern opera -

Boarlattt Mozart and
Beethoven

HBecause of “Ahschenlicher'
Weber's "twean, thou
ster,” which was its
opern of to-day Is
Montevende than the opera of Ros=ini
and the early Verdi was. For in the
wirly yeurs of the nineteenth century
operda Was Just beginning to free itself
from the foolish conventions of the
post-Handelian period, and Italian
opera in particular, which was the
leading power of the lyric stage, parted
reluctantly with the fuclle methods of

Laully, Rameau,
and
mighty mon-
first horn, the
closer ta that of

wniting practised by its masters in the |

lutter half of the eighteenth century.
When, therefore, the change slowly
came about the first operas of the new
ern were not far in advance of their
immediate predecessors.  Before long,

however, we find works In which
strongly accentuated declamation, |
vigorous lynie style, broad and virile

utterance, together with  histrionie
powers of no small importance are de-
manded of the singers

Al the same time the arin was pre-
perved in all  its formality Hut
where it had been frequently writien
in a style plain.y dervived from the
polyphonie music of the early period
of vocal composition it now rested
Lheavily on the dance form, and the,
simpler style of the popular song
with a mere ekeleton of an acceomes-
paniment To bring thig clearly be-
fore the mind one has only to recall
atich  arlas Carissimi's  “Vittoria
mio core” and Handel's "Lu<inghe plu
Sgre,” and compare the n with such
aumhers Verdi's “Krnani, invo-
ami” and “11 balen.,”

Operas still consisted
1 numbers  jolned by
butl now o mposers, as we
the we whirh yet hald the -tu{-
songht tao utilize the volees as
dicative of character and to |l|'r-ulm-'

HES

as

of strings of
recitatives,

ke

duets, tring, gquartets and ensembles
wherever the drimatie  sltuation ‘
wonld permit of such a musical
limax. The reader need harpdly he
reminded thuat the popularbty of the
tenar voloe caused 11 1o become ale
Wity s the exponent of tho emotions of
the hero, while misfortune and vil-
lainy were allotted to the unhappy
barytone Dissappointment in love
nr ,ohedience 10 wicked impulses

medst that o woman must be a con-

know from |

I they are called,

ting have been going on for more than

a quarter of a century His prajses
of good German singing and other
'good things In German life, art and |
Hterature have heen going on just as
long Some of the complaints ghove
referred o were caused by sharp
comments on an especially bad per

formance of “Die Walkuere”' on Apri!
& On the previous evening (April 7)
“Die Melstersinger” was given anil
the next morn ng the following com-
ments appeared in Tue Svx:

“It may not he out of place in a
record of operatic art to call atten-
tion to the truly beautiful neutrality
which dwells in the musical world in
these warllke times. ‘Die Meaister-
s nger' s of a Wagner's works the
most thoroughly alive with Ger-
man feeling., It s a Teutonie crea-
tion and I8 Teutonic in all artistic
fibre. 1! deals with a phase of Ger.
| man life in its hixtorical as well as
lits ideal aspects, It has the tint of
local color more bhrilllantly applied
than any of the other Wagner dramas.
“Nevertheless aun Itaulian maestro di-

one

its

rects it with profound sincerity and
audiences composed of people whose
sympath «x are of many kinds to-day
hear It with unaffected jov. Few in-
| deed stay away from its representi-
tions, as far as can be judged, be-
| canse of the feelings which may exist

antipathetical to Germany In  her
present struggle, This is a heautiful
tr.bute to a beautiful work, one of
the masterpleces of lyric drama and
“it Is a brilliant demonstration of the
fact, already proved by many
Instances, that German music must
alwayvs hold jts place in the esteem
of intelligent ;u-nplp,"

LAST WEEK OF OPERA.

With the regular eoncert to-night be-
| gins the twenty-third and last week of
I New York's Metropolitan opera season
of 1914-15  the seventh under Mr. Gatti-
Casazza's management. With a week of
opera in Atlanta the activities of the
company will end until next November,
The operas of theclosing week will be
Jan followes:

l “Iris” to-morrow evening, with Mmes

Bori and Delaunois and Messrs. Botta,
{ Seotti, Didur, Bada and Audisio, Mr.
Toseanini conduecting

“La Traviata” on Wednesday evening
with Mmes. Hempwl, Egener and Matt-
feld and Messrs, Botta, Amato, Ananian,

Rada, Reschiglian and Begue, Mr. Polacco
condueting

“Fidelio™ on Thursday evening with
l Mmes. Kurt and Schumann and Mesars
| Sembach, Goritz, Broun, Reiss, Schlegel
tand Bloeh, Mr. Hertz condueting
| *Madama Butterfly " on Friday evening
{with Miss Farrar, Mmes. Fornia and
| Egener and Messre. Martin, Seotti, Bada
and Begue, Mr. Polacco condueting

“Der Rosenkavalier™ at the Saturday
matinee the being  Alfred

Hertz's last appearance after thirteen

seasons as a conductor of the company —
with Nymes. Ober, Hempel, Schumann,

Curtis) Mattfeld, Cox, Braslau and Van

aecasion

on bad German sing- |

other |

Dyck and Measrs. Goritz, Weil, Althouse,
Reiss, Ruysdael, Schlegel, Audisio, Bloch
and Bayer.

“Boris Godunov” at popular prices on
Saturday evening - the season's last per-
formance-with Mmes. Ober, Delaunois,
Duchene and Sparkes and Mesars. Didur,
Rothier, De Segurola, Althouse, Rossi,
Audisio, Bloch, Schlegel and Reachiglian,
Mr. Toscanini conducting.

NOTES OF MUSIC EVENTS.

Fo-morrow evening there will be given
a concert of Irish music at Aeolian Hall
by the Irdsh composer O'Brien Butler,
Mr. Butler will have the assistance of
Victor Herbert, Inez Barbour, soprano,
Rose RBryant, contralto; John Finnegan,
tenor; Willilam Simmons, barytone: Pletro

Aria, violinist, and Joseph Bonime,
pianist

Mme., Teresa Carreno, the famous
planist, will vislt Ameriea in the fall for

A tour of the United States and Canada
It may not be generally known that Mine

o

seume of the Metropolitan Opera House
The first part of the programme will con-
sist of songm and duets by Miss Borl and
Mr. de Seguroia. In the second part Miss
Rossina CGalll will dance the Oriental
dance by Victor Herbert, adagio by

Fifty-seventh atreet, on Wednesday eve-

now at Bramber, England

Rubinstein Club

will be heard Ina joint recital in Aeolian

Hull this afterncon, playing a

ning for the benefit of Belgian orphans

afternoon at the Waldorf-Astoria by the

Harold Bauer and Onsip Gabrilowitach |

ro-
| gramme of compoaitiona for two pianos

cert to.morrow afternoon at the Punch
and Judy Theatre, Playing hia own
necompaniments, Mr. Dobson will sing
fiva groups of a unique character, in-
cluding several of his own compositions
The programme follows: *Au Clair de |a

Tulgini, waltz by Pumagalll and plzzi- | Lune,” Lulll; “Pauvre Jaoques,” Marie
cato from “Sylvia® by Deljhea. The pro- | Antoinette; “The Nine Penny Fidil,”
gramme will end with a sketch in contume | Hughes; “The Gentle Maidea,” Cowen
called “In Spain,” which will be pendersd | (vood Morrow, Gossip Joan,® A. L. “Ia
by Miss Horl and Mr. de Segurola Paix,” Hahn; "Dansons la Glgue,” Car-
penter; “Marle, " Jenmen; “Margaret Amn

The Kriens 8ymphony Club, an orches- | Tore,” Jengen: “Citronen Falter In April,
tra founded for the training of youns | Weingartner: “Liches Frier,” Welngart-
players, will give a concert in Carnegie | ner; “St. Mary’s Bells,” Dobson; “Dread,’
Hall on the evening of ApHl 26, Dobson; “An Answer,” Brockway, “Don't
e S Care,” Carpenter; "Young Night

s e o e, Dt | Thoien.” ik <o, mea Gl s e
Soa0 Vord, Bhint arytone, and | opow'  Norton; “Jim,”  Iehmann;
Jean Verd, p a\n‘ut. will give a c-om:nrt “Jullette,” Brainard: “Seumas Beg,” Dob-
at the home of E. L. Horsman, 152 West | .o “Improving Songs for Anxious Chil-

dren,” Carpenter,

Kathleen Parlow haa definitely daclded
| to come to America for another concert

Edyth May Clovef will give a piano tour next meamon., Tbe Canadian vio-
recital in Carnegie Chamber Music Hall | jinist fa at present In England, though |
to-morrow evening. three months of the present meason she

T has devoted to a tour of Holland, where

Harriet Ware's new choral  work | i, apite of the war she has been suconas-

‘Undine” will ba produced on Saturday |

—— e

In anawer to an urgent appeal from
Anton Lang, the CAristua of the Passion
Play at Oberammergau, a benefit con-
| cert will be given in Aeolian Hall on Tues-
| day afternoon, April 20.  Ossip Gabrilo-
| witsch, Helorich Meyn, Paul Relmers

|

mn

private

Ife ds NMre. Orville Harrold,

will make her American debut In grand

opern

on
n Gounod's
tures of

Tuesdny
“Fanat”
the aerasnn

night wus Marguerile
as one of the fen
of grand opera in

Fnalish to be glven at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music under the direction of Milton

and Sareent

At
Breen,
which

turn

HONKS,
Irish

steln,

Lonie Zura, director of the Zurs Grand |
Opera Company,

son at

on

Aeollan
lerle
will

dict rendered on her

concert
from
L owell
groups of
with the addition of a group of
ballads,
and firm enunciation
ings particunlarly felleitous,
the
the pianist, will assist

Monday

Aborn

Hall
HODTAl
doubt

this evening CGrace
o, will glve a recital
confirm the ver-
firet appearance in
York following her re-
Ttaly she will be heard in
eciected programme, Including
Italtan, French and German

fER

In New

which
make

her ¢lear tone
her render-
David Hoch-
and Walter Golde,
Miss Hreen.

violinist,

announces that the sea-
People's Theatre will open
evening, April 26, with a

the

spectacular performance of “Alda.” The
opera will be mounted with the proper

scenery
orchestra,
the highest order,
be glven

and costumen, and the artists,
chorus and ballet will be of
Performances will

every night and matinee on

Baturday and Sunday.

MUSIC TEACHERS AND PUPILS.

Ross David announces & concert to be

~

MONDAY—"Irls,” Miss Bori;
i WEDNESDAY—"La Traviata,"
[ Amato.
|

SATURDAY—2 P. M.—
Messrs. Goritz and Weil.
8P M-

— e o

THE WEEK AT THE OPERA.
Messrs. Botta, Scotti and Didur,

Mme. Hempely Mr. Botta, M |

THURSDAY—"Fidelio,” Mme. Kurt, Miss Schumann: Messrs. Sem.
bach, Goritz, Braun and Relss.

FRIDAY—"Madama Butterfly,” Miss Farrar; Mr. Martin, Mr. Scon;.

“Rosenkavalier,” Mmes. Hempel and Ober;

“Boris Godunov,” Mmes. Ober and Delaunois;: Messrs,
i Didur, Rothier, Althouse and De Segurola.

‘ Hall, s P. M.
|

| CONCERTS OF THE WEEK.
| SUNDAY—Bauer and Gabrilowitsch, joint piano recital,

Aeolian

Toscaninl symphony concert, Metropolitan Opera House, 8:15 P. M
MONDAY—Tom Dobson, Punch and Judy Theatre, 3 P. M.

! O'Brien Butler, Irish music concert, Aeolian Hall, 8:15 P. M
*; Edyth May Clover, plano recital, Carnegie Chamber Music Haj),

[ | 8:us P. M.
| FRIDAY—Costume musicale, Hotel Biltmore, 11 A. M.
|i Opera concert, Metropolitan Opera House, 2:30 P. M. ;

Friday at the Hotel MoAlpin. The chap-
ter will be represented at the coming
Continental Congress to be held this
month In Washington.

The delegates will ha Mrea. Baruch and
Mra. N. Taylor Phillips, and Mrs. Morti-
mer Menken, Mrs. Joel A. Allen, Mrs.
Renjamin Lillard and Mra James D.
Mortimer, alternates.

An entertainment and dance for the
benefit of the Emanuel Sisterhood 8um-
|rnor Home was g!ven lart evening at
| the Tlaza. There was n short play,
| “Bt. Cactle,” in which Miss Fithel Frank,
|.\ﬂl|| Renita (luggenhelm, Misa Loulss
| Blumenthal, Miss Dorothy ohn, Miss
| Paggy (luggenheim, Miss RHuth Ullman,
| Mrs. Harold Lehman and Walter Hoen-
*md!nr appeared.

Exhibitions of modarn and claasic
dancing wers glven by Misa Ethel Muack,
Mise Margaret Oppenhaimer, Miss Maoria

and Mras. Willlam Hinckisv Misoja o
and Mm, O E. Lawrence, It M &, "
and Mr. and Mrs. Arthius Waoodaw,

The Harmony Fellowshin lun s
Willlam H. Smith, president, w
fta annual dance on Mav 12 0 e fo,
Astor. Tha last business ipeet
musieal ten of the club will 1y
24, also at the Astor The ¢lyh |
very snjoyable supper datice o \Wod

day evening at the Asto It was an
extra dance and the proceos be
added to tha Philunthempie |
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